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Comenius and Leonardo Da Vinci contact seminar “Regional Partnerships”
 06th to 09th October 2009, town of Plovdiv, Bulgaria
practical details
What is a contact seminar? 

A contact seminar is a networking event organised by a National Agency. It aims at bringing together people from organisations which share common interests and would like to develop European cooperation projects/partnerships in the field of education and vocational training. It is a great 'partner-finding' opportunity that will also allow you to: 
· receive more information on the Lifelong Learning Programme and the sub-programme you are interested in; 
· receive information on good practice examples and meet people from organisations which have already developed European cooperation projects;
· get to know suitable partner organisations;

· take part in workshops where you can draft your future project/partnership;

· receive advice from NA staff and other experts on how to draft a successful grant application;
rationale and objectives of the seminar
The planned seminar is the first of its kind because it combines the efforts of 4 National Agencies from Bulgaria, Macedonia, Turkey and Romania and focuses on two LLP subprogrammes – Comenius and Leonardo da Vinci.
Moreover, the event will address the needs and challenges faced by two specific target groups:

1. regional education authorities and schools (for Comenius projects);

2. education institutions working with police, fire brigade and forest protection officers (for Leonardo da Vinci projects).

Two main topics will be discussed: “Improving School Management” and “Ensuring Quality Education and Training for Public Security Officers”.
The participants will try to develop project solutions according to the themes given and to prepare project proposals for the following LLP actions:

· Comenius Regio Partnerships;

· Leonardo da Vinci Mobility projects;

· Leonardo da Vinci Partnerships projects.

The event is an opportunity to for participants from all over Europe to meet prospective partners from new LLP members such as Macedonia.
location and travel information 
The contact seminar will take place in the town of Plovdiv (Bulgaria). The town is situated in the heart of the country and is on an hour drive from the airport in the capital city Sofia. 
The organiser of the event can arrange for a shuttle from the airport to Plovdiv. It will cost 30-50 EURO per participant (depending on the number of people wishing to use this service.
If you prefer, other options are also available:
Information on train transport*
http://razpisanie.bdz.bg/site/search.jsp 

Information on bus transport*
http://213.240.239.190/guide/searchResultDepartures.jsp;jsessionid=0000ZoZlqlN5pIUsRdGIbpEwayX:-1?simple=1&direct=0&quickPointId=&t1=&endPointId=147&period=0&search= 

Information on rent a car
http://www.sofia-airport.bg/pages/content.aspx?lm01=51&lm02=59&lm03=71 
*Please take in mind that if you choose for the bus and train transport you will have to take a taxi to the central bus/train station which will cost around 10-15 EURO. For more info - http://www.sofia-airport.bg/pages/content.aspx?lm01=51&lm02=59&lm03=70 

working language(s)
The working language of the seminar is English. Expected level of command – higher intermediate (B2 according to European Language Framework). 
http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/
contact seminar fee
The seminar fee is 450 EURO per participant. It shall cover costs of accommodation, meals, documentation and participation in cultural events.

Also note that in case you withdraw within one month of the contact seminar date for reasons other than force majeure, you will be required to pay a cancellation fee of 100 Euro, which cannot be covered from the EU grant.

how to get funds?
To attend a contact seminar, your organisation shall apply for a Preparatory visit grant. For detailed information on grant application form, deadlines and any other requirements applicable at national level, please contact the National Agency in your country.
what to prepare? 
Participants are free to bring any materials presenting their organisation, region, country, typical culinary products, music etc. 
The NA organisers will send prior to the seminar helpful info materials to all participants. 
who to contact? 
For any questions concerning the contact seminar, please contact:

Mr. Lachezar Afrikanov (Speaks BG and EN)
Bulgarian NA

lafrikanov@hrdc.bg 
++359 2 915 50 21

Ms. Teodora Gurova (Speaks BG, EN and IT)
Bulgarian NA

tgurova@hrdc.bg 
++359 2 915 50 20
For more information visit the event’s website HERE
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