Abstract ClassRelEx

The ClassRelEx project aims at assisting teacher trainers at developing training materials enabling teachers to recognize, choose and prepare for classroom assessment that is related to Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) elaborated by the Council of Europe. Responding to a growing need of the users of the CEFR, the Language Policy Division of the Council of Europe has developed a set of procedures and tools to be used in order to establish links between language examinations and the Common Reference Levels of language proficiency in a reliable and responsible way. The objective of the project is to prepare training materials and to run a workshop with participants nominated by the member states of the ECML to train them in applying such procedures and using the supporting tools developed by the experts of the Council of Europe.

Context ClassRelEx

The growing acceptance of the CEFR has created a situation in which schools and university departments concerned with the teaching and testing of languages are increasingly interested in relating their assessment to the CEFR and its Common Reference Levels. A Council of Europe Manual for relating language examinations to the CEFR has extensively described the process of linking tests and examinations to the CEFR. The results of the piloting phase of the preliminary draft of this Manual conducted by the Language Policy Division have shown that there is a need for training in applying the proposed procedures and using the supporting tools in order to achieve the desired goals of improvement in quality and transparency of language assessment. This need has been addressed in the first stage of the RelEx project through a workshop held at the ECML in Graz in May 2009. This workshop has resulted in the development of training materials and a first draft of an introductory document accompanying the Manual.   
In the new ClassRelEx project the needs of the teachers are addressed when they wish to relate their assessment materials to the CEFR. Examinations and certificates need to be linked by assessment specialists following the procedures suggested in the Manual mentioned above. For teachers, less specialized in assessment, the procedures as proposed in the Manual may be overarching. Yet the Manual contains sufficient interesting material for teachers to help link their school-based, low-stakes assessment to the CEFR in a valid way.
The ClassRelEx project will make use of the experiences gathered and the materials developed in the RelEx project. 
Aim and specific objectives ClassRelEx
	Aim
 
 
	The aim of the ClassRelEx Project is to assist teacher trainers at developing training materials enabling teachers to develop classroom assessment that is related to Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). This material is to be based on the Manual for linking examinations to the CEFR, published by the Council of Europe in 2009.

	Specific objectives
 
 
	1. Planning activities and preparing workshop materials for an introduction to the Manual and its five stages in the linking process 
2. Developing materials to illustrate the process of linking classroom assessment to the CEFR based on the procedures in the Manual  
0. Running a workshop with participants nominated by the 34 member states of the ECML 
0. Collecting and analysing feedback 
1. Preparing an introductory document accompanying the Manual  
2. Preparing a Final Report 
3. Web-based documentation 



Expected Project results ClassRelEx

1. Council of Europe Manual for Relating Language Examinations to the CEFR and related tools and documents disseminated.
2. Training materials developed, aimed at CEFR-related classroom assessment. 
3. Teacher trainers trained in making teachers aware of the necessity of applying adequate procedures to relate classroom assessment to the CEFR.
4. Feedback from the workshop analysed and conclusions drawn for future development.
5. A guide to the Manual.
6. Web-based documentation.
7. Final report.

